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CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

August 24 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that during 
the week ended August 21 there were in that city 5 deaths from yellow 
fever and 2 deaths from smallpox. 

August 23 : The United States consul at Cienfuegos reports that dur- 
ing the week ended August 22 there were in that city 11 deaths from 
yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

August 28 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the week ended August 26 there were in that city 31 deaths 
from yellow fever and 1 death from smallpox. 

August 30 : The United States consular agent at Manzauillo reports 
that during the 2 weeks ended August 15 there were in that city 5 deaths 
from yellow fever. 

August — : The United States consul at Santiago de Cuba reports 
that during the 2 weeks ended August 21 there were in that city 39 
deaths from yellow fever. 

August 23 : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the 2 weeks ended August 21 there were in that city 82 cases and 
3 deaths from yellow fever, and 52 cases and 3 deaths from smallpox. 

August 31 : The United States consul at Guantanamo reports that 
during the month of July, 1897, there were in that city 3 deaths from 
yellow fever and 1 death from smallpox. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, August 28, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following report of the trans- 
actions of this office for the week ended Thursday, August 26, 1897, 
accompanied by the comparative mortuary statistics of the city of 
Habana for the past seven weeks. The work here during the past week 
has been arduous and unpleasant, all of the work having been performed 
by me, and many persons applying for certificates to go to the United 
States not admissable under the regulations; and I would here state 
that I found one family who applied for certificates to go to Tampa, 
Pla., bearing papers which stated that they were born in the province 
of Pinar del Eio, and on being questioned stated that they had lived in 
the country all their lives until two years ago, when they came to the 
city. They had never had yellow fever. When told that they could 
not go to Tampa they left the office, only to return a few days later, 
bearing an official statement that they were born in the city of Habana, 
and had resided here for some time. They were again rejected, when a 
physician's certificate was furnished that he had attended them during 
an attack of yellow fever. They were then rejected for the third 
time. This is but one of similar cases, and is described to demonstrate 
the difficulty of the work here, the persistency of the people here to 
transgress our sanitary laws, and the facility with which persons can 
get official papers to suit the requirements of the occasion. 

Yellow fever has increased slightly over the week previous. Of the 
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31 deaths recorded but 1 occurred among the civilians, the others being 
among the Spanish soldiers. It will be noticed that the deaths from 
enteric and pernicious fevers have steadily increased each week. 

The death rate from enteritis and dysentery still continues high. 
Smallpox caused 1 death ; it occurred in a military hospital. This is the 
first death from that disease since July 21. I estimate the number of 
cases at 10. The weather continues warm, but the rains have ceased 
for several days. But one vessel is at the Tallapiedra "Wharf, an Ameri- 
can schooner. So far yellow fever has not appeared on the vessel. 
Very respectfully, W. P. Beunnee, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. 8. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Suegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



[Inclosure.] 

Comparative statistics of the mortality of the city of Habana for the weeks ended July 15, 
July 22, July 29, August 5, August 12, August 19, and August 26, 1897. 
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Santiago de Cuba, August H, 1897. 
Sie : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the 
sanitary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended August 14 : 

There were 79 deaths during the week, of which 22 were from yellow 
fever, 3 from typhomalaria, 7 from remittent and 13 from pernicious 
fever, 4 from dysentery, and 5 from tuberculosis ; the rest from com- 
mon diseases not contagious in character. 

I beg to call your attention to the fact that public carriages are now 
used to carry the sick soldiers that come on the trains from the interior 
to the military hospital (about half a mile). This is a very dangerous 
practice, as any unacclimated foreigner may catch yellow fever and 
embark for the United States during the period of incubation, and the 
disease break out on his arrival. I have decided to put up a placard 
on board the American steamers, warning passengers to avoid public 
conveyances as much as possible. 

Bespectfully, Dr. H. S. Camineeo, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon Geneeal, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Santiago de Cuba, August 21, 1897. 
Ste : There were 76 deaths reported for the week ended Saturday, 
August 21. Of these, 17 were from yellow fever, 3 from tuberculosis, 2 
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from dysentery, 6 from enteritis, 1 from typhomalaria, 9 from per- 
nicious and 5 from remittent fever ; the rest from common diseases of 
noncontagious character. 

The public health in Santiago has ameliorated some, and malarial 
fevers seem to be the reigning disease at present. . Yellow fever, as 
usual, confined to the soldiers. 

The consular agent sends the following report from Guantanamo for 
the month of July : Yellow fever, 3 ; smallpox, 1 ; common diseases, 
161 ; total, 165. 

Although the report from Guantanamo does not include any deaths 
from beriberi, I have been informed by United States Consul Hyatt 
that some respectable and well-informed parties have assured him of the 
existence of beriberi at that place. If such be the case, I shall go over 
and investigate the truth of this report. 

Eespectfully, Dr. H. S. Caminero, 

Sanitary Inspector, V. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

JAPAN. 
Beport of infectious diseases. 

Yokohama, August 5, 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith my regular report of 
infectious diseases in Japan for period July 26 to August 3, inclusive. 

The most noticeable point in the present report is the sudden and 
extensive increase of epidemic dysentery, now an annual visitor and 
one with which the sanitary authorities have, so far, failed to deal with 
any marked success. 

The absence of any returns from the Pu and large city of Osaka is to 
be regretted, as well as the continued mistaken policy of the munici- 
pality of Tokyo, in refraining from the publication of deaths from 
infectious disease. I am positive, however, that, notwithstanding the 
absence of official statistics, no outbreak of the more important epidemic 
maladies can occur in either place without my knowledge of its nature 
and approximate extent. 

Of the actual character of the cases returned as cholera I am unable 
to speak decidedly, but consider it probable that some were genuine. 
Of those reported in this (Kanagawa) Ken the greater number occurred 
in country districts, where the conditions are most unfavorable for 
accurate diagnosis, and the medical attendants prone to err on the safer 
side in complying with the stringent regulations for the notification of 
infectious disease. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, V. S. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Subgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 



